Keith learned Coo’ouu3ihohut by listening to it told to him in Arapaho several times over a two-hour period during a drive to Ogden, Utah on April 5, 2009.  English translations or explanations were never used.  After I gave a keynote talk on the Intersection of Language and Culture at Weber University, Keith told the entire story for the first time in Arapaho to the audience.  And, even though Keith had never been given an English translation for Coo’ouu3ih’ohut, he successfully told the story in English after he finished telling it in Arapaho. 

Keith was able to accomplish learning and telling Coo’ouu3ih’ohut by drawing from an Arapaho language base of over 800 ways of expressing himself in the Arapaho language.  This had been previously acquired through ASLA©™ (Accelerated Second Language Acquisition), a method I developed for language instruction and acquisition, and enabled Keith to understand the story when listening to it while he learned the story.  Keith’s telling of Coo’ouu3ih’ohut is an example of the type of results that can be attained when utilizing the Accelerated Second Language Acquisition method.

Flies High English Translation

1. One day not too long ago this eagle Flies High and his mate White Plume somehow were separated.

Feeling quite lonely, he set out to look for his mate.  He flew to the top of the mountain and found Mountain Sheep.  

He asked him if he had seen his mate.  “Yes,” said Mountain Sheep “I saw her flying toward our Grandfather Grizzly’s meadow.”

2. When the eagle got to the meadow, he asked Grandfather Grizzly if he had seen his beautiful mate.  “I saw her flying toward the range of the mighty elk.”

3. The Grand Bull Elk sent him to the land of the water people, the otter.

4. The witty otter remembers seeing her flying overhead as he was floating along earlier that day.  She was headed toward the den of Clever Coyote who was very wise.

5. Clever Coyote said, “Follow me and I’ll take you to your mate.”  

So Flies High followed Clever Coyote and at last he was reunited with White Plume, who was very glad to see him.  In return Flies High blessed Coyote with a long happy life. 

